Thousands of spectators were watching in
March as 41 teams of high school students bat-
tled for technological supremacy at the Long
Island FIRST Regional Robotics competition,
presented by the School Business Partnerships
of Long Island at Hofstra University in Hemp-
stead. The teams competed for a spot in the
FIRST USA Championship, held in April at
the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

Twenty teams earned honors and recogni-
tion for design, competitive play, sportsman-
ship and high-impact partnerships between
schools, businesses and communities.
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“All teams demonstrated tremendous team-
work, professionalism and strategic thinking,
but these winners went above and beyond to
overcome the challenges of the competition,”
SBPLI Founder and Chairman Fred Breithut
said. “The fun and excitement of the competi-
tion was evident as many students, profes-
sional mentors, school groups and community
members caught the spirit and came to cheer
on their favorite teams as engineering and
technology at work surpassed the excitement
of a championship athletic event.”

The students worked with professional

mentors to design and build robots that solve
a problem using a kit of parts and a standard
set of rules. This year the students used their
robots to compete in the game, "Rack n' Roll,"
which pitted two alliances (the blue and the
red) of three teams each in 2-minute, 15-sec-
ond matches. The alliances used the robots to
place inflated tubes on a rack in various com-
binations and configurations. Additional
points were earned for moving the robots onto
a platform at the end of the match.
)) Complete Match Results
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3rd Annual Lego League Competition | January 21

A League Of Their Own

Eight weeks of research and design cul-
minated on January 21 at the SBPLI-LI
FIRST Lego League Tournament where
teams of children and mentors demonstrat-
ed their problem-solving skills, creative
thinking, teamwork, competitive play,
sportsmanship and sense of community.
Among the participants were 9 to 14 year
old boys and girls from 35 elementary and
middle schools on Long Island.

This year’s challenge called for teams to
research and present their own creative
applications of nanotechnology to improve
people’s lives. The competition was judged in
four areas: project presentation; robot per-
formance; technical design and program-
ming of the robot; and teamwork.

The highest honor, the Champion’s Award,
went to “The Nerds,” from Windham, N.H.,
the team that best exemplified the spirit and
values of the Lego League program. Each
participant received a medallion to com-
memorate his/her experience and dedica-
tion to the eight-week process.

Founded by inventor Dean Kamen,
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) was created to
inspire young people’s interest and participa-
tion in science and technology. FLL is an
international program created in a partner-
ship between FIRST and the Lego Group in
1998 based on their common belief that fun
and learning go hand-in-hand, and that an

Champion’s Award: “The NERDS,”
New Hampshire Robotics Institute,
Windham, N.H.

Brookhaven National Laboratory
Technology Transfer Award: L.I.
Robotics Club, Plainview, N.Y.*

Judges’ Award: “Tiny Tech,”
Longwood Junior High School,
Middle Island, N.Y.
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Rising Star Award:
“The Spartans,” Longwood Junior
High School, Middle Island, N.Y.

Robot Design Award
1st “The Robo Phantoms,” J.W.
Young Middle School, Bayport, N.Y.

2nd “The MS Colts,” Mount Sinai
Middle School, Mount Sinai, N.Y.

inspired mind can accomplish anything.
Each September, FIRST announces the
annual Challenge to teams, engaging them in
authentic scientific research and hands-on
robotics design. Using Lego Mindstorms
bricks, motors, gears and software, children
work alongside adult mentors to design,
build, and program robots to solve real-
world challenges. This year, teams had the
option to use LEGO Mindstorms NXT, the
next generation robotics toolset launched in
August.

Younger students explore
robot design and research

FIRST collaborated with the University
of Notre Dame’s Center for Nano Science &
Technology and the Cornell University
Nanobiotechnology Center to help shape a
theme and challenge missions that reflect the
amazing solutions this newest frontier of sci-
ence and technology can make possible.
They include manipulation of individual
atoms, clothes that never get dirty, an eleva-
tor to outer space, and cures for disease.
“Every FIRST LEGO League challenge helps
students discover how imagination and cre-
ativity combined with science and technolo-
gy can solve real-world problems,” Dean
Kamen said. “This year’s focus on nanotech-
nology introduces them to a new frontier of
science and technology."

Teamwork Award

Plainview, N.Y.*

Research Project Award

Washington, N.Y.*

Quogue, N.Y.*

1st “The Procrastinators,”

2nd “Chiron,” Riverhead, N.Y.*

1st “The Congobots,” Port

2nd “The Quogue Riptides,”

Janet Anderson, director of the Long
Island FIRST program, said: “We are
pleased to coordinate the Long Island FIRST
LEGO League Tournament. It is an exten-
sion of the FIRST Robotics Competition.
Together these programs are opening a
world of technology, science, and engineer-
ing to so many Long Island students, helping
to build our high tech workforce of the
future.”

“It is fitting that Brookhaven Lab and
Battelle are sponsoring this tournament,
which focuses on nanotechnology.
Brookhaven’s Center for Functional
Nanomaterials will provide scientists with
state-of-the-art facilities to study materials at
nanoscale dimensions,” said Emilio Mendez,
director of the Center for Functional
Nanomaterials at Brookhaven Lab. “ We
encourage young people to explore nan-
otechnology, which offers exciting opportu-
nities for solving some of the problems in the
21st Century — from finding alternatives for
fossil fuels to diagnosing and curing diseases
with atom-sized probes that would be able to
travel throughout the human body.”

FIRST has had a positive impact on stu-
dents and academic communities.

Currently in its ninth year, the FIRST
LEGO League anticipates its largest season
ever with almost 10,000 teams from around
the world competing in qualifying events
and tournaments.

Robot Performance Award
1st “The NERDS,” New Hampshire
Robotics Institute, Windham, N.H.

2nd “The BrookerBots,” The Stony
Brook (N.Y.) School

Outstanding Volunteer Award
Debbie Lang, technology teacher,
Longwood Central School District

*parent-led team

School-Business Partnerships of Long Island, Inc. www.sbpli-lifirst.org
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SBPLI founder Fred Breithut congratulates a participant. = William Floyd students and supporters cheer their team. Patchogue-Medford fans get caught up in the action. SBPLI judges greet competitors after the matches.
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About School-Business Partnerships of Long Island, Inc. (SBPLI)

SBPLI was founded in 1984 by Fred
Breithut with the goal of developing part-
nerships between local high schools and
businesses that would provide students
with practical experience and curriculum
development, while helping the business
community develop its future workforce.
More than 70 partnerships have been
formed. In 1999, Long Island FIRST was
formed for the purpose of developing a
Long Island Regional First Competition. In
1999, 4 high school teams participated. The
Long Island Regional has since grown with
41 teams participating in 2007.

ABOUT U.S. FIRST

Accomplished inventor Dean Kamen
founded FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology) in
1989 to inspire an appreciation of science
and technology in young people. Based in
Manchester, N.H., FIRST designs accessi-
ble, innovative programs to build self-con-
fidence, knowledge and life skills while
motivating young people to pursue oppor-
tunities in science, technology and engi-
neering. With the support of many of the
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SBPLI Board & Development Council

Christina Alzona, *
Northrop Grumman

Nicholas Amoruso,* School
Construction Consultants

Janet Anderson,* L.I. FIRST
Jay Artinian, Hofstra

Fred Breithut, *
SBPLI-L.I. FIRST

David Burghardt, Hofstra
Paul Cotrone, KeySpan
Simona Doboli, Hofstra
Chris Early,* Early Electronics

George Feist,
NOVUS Management

Mary Ellen Freeley,*
St. John’s University

David Gabor, Attorney

Kristie Golden,
South Oaks Hospital

*Denotes Member of Board of Directors

Kathleen Goldin,
Syosset Central Schools
Robert Kukta,
SUNY Stony Brook
Tina Marie Leard,
Leard Environmental
John Loonam, *
Northrop Grumman (Retired)
SBPLI-L.I. FIRST Advisor
Joani Madarash* accessLinx
Marlene McDonnell,*
LI Business News
Kristin 0’Rourke
Hewlett Packard
Frank Otto,* EDO
Benjamin Parris, LIMSAT
Bruce Petersen,
Broadway Electric, LLC

William Recce,* School
Construction Consultants

Jim Ruck,* Fmr. Superintendent,
Sachem Schools (Retired)

Mary Anne Sadowski, *
Ingerman Smith LLP

Frank Saracino, *
Education Consultant

John Schineller,
Plainview-Old Bethpage UFSD

Scott Schuler,
Ziehm Medical

Joseph Sicinski, *
BDS Solutions
Laurence Spitz, DeVry
David Vandergoot,* CEMS
Timothy Votapka,* Wilnet
Communications, Inc.
William Youngfert, NEFCU
John Zaher,* The Public
Relations & Marketing Group
Hans Zobel,* FESTO

world’s most well known companies, the
non-profit organization hosts the FIRST

Robotics Competition for high school stu-

SBPLI, Inc.-LI-FIRST

18 Cottontail Road
Melville, New York 11747
(631) 692-2962
www.sbpli-lifirst.org

dents and the FIRST LEGO League for
children 9 to 14 years old. To learn more
about FIRST, go to www.usfirst.org.



