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Still waiting to 
get home

Local homeowner is staying optimistic 
despite setbacks

By RICK CHALIFOUX

SAYVILLE—Ever since Superstorm 
Sandy flooded the entire first floor of 
her beloved home of 21 years on Browns 
River Road and forced her to relocate 
elsewhere, Debi Reines has longed for 
the day when she would finally be able to 
return.  Now, nine months later, Reines’ 
home is in the midst of a radical recon-
struction in which its foundation is being 
raised almost eight feet, and she is finally 
starting to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel.  

“I’m going up so high that no one is going 
to catch me,” said Reines, a personal train-
er who also ran her business, Beauty by 
the Sea, at her home.  “My house is going 
to be built like Fort Knox.”

At the height of the storm, the waters 
rushed from the bay that’s just across 
her street and quickly filled her home.  
The force of the impact lifted part of the 
house off its foundation and completely 
destroyed her backyard deck.  In addition, 
the back portion of a neighbor’s house 
ended up in her front lawn as piles of 
debris, and she wound up being the one 
responsible for its removal. The devasta-
tion she experienced was documented in 
an article in this newspaper late last year 
(“Fish out of water,” Dec. 27, 2012).

“After the storm hit I felt extremely dis-
placed,” said Reines.  “Everyone seemed 

to be aware about other areas like the Jer-
sey Shore that got hit hard, but I was one 
of the people that no one knew about.  It 
upsets me very much that I’m just one per-
son that got destroyed and no one knows 
what I’ve gone through.”

Reines has been in constant delibera-
tions with both FEMA and insurance com-
panies ever since and had to dig into her 
savings to fund the reconstruction. 

“It’s been a long, tough process,” said 
Reines.  “But I’m treading along as best as 
I can and I’m still clicking my heels three 
times like Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz.”  

Reines cited the importance of her abil-
ity to maintain a positive mental attitude 
throughout the entire ordeal.

“I told myself that all you have to do is 
rise above it, and here I am today going 
full force and doing it all on my own,” she 
said, noting that she expects to fully return 
to her reconstructed home in October, 
exactly one year after the catastrophe.

“A year is a long time,” said Reines.  “I’m 
sad that I’m missing the whole summer, 
which is what I live for.  I still come down 
every day to see the water.”

When the day finally comes, however, 
Reines said that the joy of finally return-
ing home would be like no other feeling 
in the world.

“I can’t wait,” she remarked. “I’m going 
to throw the biggest party, and everyone’s 
invited.” ■

AT LEFT: Dr. Elana Zolfo, senior vice-president of Dowling College congratulates the students and their families just before the robot demonstrations. AT RIGHT:  A team prepares 

to show how their robot works.  SCN/Finnegan

By LIZ FINNEGAN

ISLIP TOWN—Fifty three students ages 9 to 16 took part 
in a rather unusual show and tell last Friday. The kids dem-
onstrated their inventions before family and friends at the 
conclusion of the one-week FIRST Robotics Summer Day 
Camp that was held at Dowling College.

 It had been the second year that the For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology camp was offered 
through the college and School-Business Partnership of 
Long Island. Camp director, Janet Anderson, who is with 
SBPLI, said that there were 44 school districts in both Nas-
sau and Suffolk counties participating this year, which is 
five to six times the national average for this type of a pro-
gram. Locally, the school districts of Sayville, East Islip, Bay 
Shore and Patchogue-Medford were represented.

“This is a hands-on program,” said Anderson. “We want to 
get the kids interested … in a career in science.” 

SBPLI is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization that was 
founded in 1984 as a way to link high schools with Long 
Island businesses in the hope of influencing career curricula 
in schools while highlighting the fields of science and tech-
nology. The FIRST Robotics national competition in high 
schools, which challenges students to build a robot that 
could perform specific tasks within a six-week time frame, 
is one of their programs. The First Lego League targets 
elementary and middle school students. The organization 
has kept records of the amount of scholarship money the 
students they’ve mentored have received over the years and 
Anderson noted that to date, that number is more than $8 
million.

At the camp, participants were organized into teams 
according to age and with the help of an advisor were able 
to design a robot with a specific function, build it to their 
specifications and finally were able to explain its work-
ings during a demonstration session. Some of the projects 

worked as planned; others needed a bit more tweaking. 
It didn’t matter though. Aside from the desired technical 
aspect of the program, campers seemed to get so much 
more: the satisfaction of achieving a goal.

Brandon Roman, a 14-year-old incoming freshman in the 
Patchogue-Medford School District, summed up his own 
experience. “I like working in technology. And here, I [also] 
learned how to work with others in a team.” ■

Summer robots
Campers show off their creations

ABOVE: The Reines property as it appeared in December, only two months after the 

storm. File photo BELOW: Reines is seen here in front of her recently raised home, now 

nearly eight feet higher than before.                                                   SCN/Chalifoux


